REGIONAL INFORMATION OFFICES 


The U.S. Department of Labor operates through 10 regional offices located in major 


cities across the country. 


If you want a local angle on a news or feature story provided 


through this service--or have a direct news inquiry--you may contact one -f the offices 


listed below. 


This listing includes the names, addresses and telephone numbers of the 


Public Information Directors and the states in their regions: 


Region I..+++++seJdohn M. Chavez 
Room 1001-8 


Connect icut JFK Federal Bldg. 

Maine Boston, MA 02203 

Massachusetts 617-223-6767 

New Hampshire 

Rhode Island 

Vermont 

Region II....++.-Edward I. Weintraub 
Room 3580 

New Jersey 1515 Broadway 

New York New York, NY 10036 

Puerto Rico 212-944-3435 


Virgin Islands 


Region III.....--.John P. Hord 
Room 2460 


Delaware 3535 Market Street 

District of see TS PA 19104 
Columbia =396- 

Mary land 

Pennsylvania 

Virginia 


West Virginia 


Region IV........Frances Ridgway 
Room 317 


Alabama 1371 Peachtree St., N.E. 
Florida Atlanta, GA 30309 
Georgia WOS-BBT-4495 
Mississippi 


North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 


Region V.....++.+-John D. Mellott 
Room 772 


Illinois 230 S. Dearborn Street 
Indiana Chicago, IL 60604 
Michigan = 353-6976 

Minnesota 

Ohio 


Wisconsin 


Region VI...seeeeeee-Les Gaddie 
Room 220 


Arkansas 555 Griffin Sq. Bldg. 
Louisiana Griffin and Young Sts. 
New Mexico Dallas, TX 75202 

Ok Tahoma 214-767-4776 

Texas 


Region VII...++++++--Patrick A. Hand 
Room 2509 


Iowa Federal Office Bldg. 
Kansas 911 Walnut St. 
Missouri Kansas City, MO 64106 
Nebraska BIB ITE-SE} 


Region VIIi.sesseeeeeErnest E. Sanchez 
Room 1468 


Colorado Federal Bldg. 
Montana 1961 Stout St. . 
North Dakota Denver, CO 80294 
South Dakota 303-837-4235 


Utah 


Region IX...seeeeee--d0e B. Kirkbride 
Room 11201 


Arizona Federal Bldg. 

California 450 Golden Gate Ave. 
Hawaii San Francisco, CA 94102 
Nevada 415-556-3423 


Region X.weseeeeeeesedack Strickland 
Room 7021 


Alaska Federal Office Bldg. 
Idaho 909 First Ave. 
Oregon Seattle, WA 98174 
Washington 206-442-7620 
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FIRED MAN, 62, GETS PENSION 
WITH HELP FROM LABOR DEPARTMENT 


WASHINGTON -- An Oklahoma couple received the husband's early retirement 
benefits of $15,316, but only after an assist from the Labor Department's pension 
benefits office. 


The husband, who could neither read nor write, was fired by his company at 
age 62, and told that he was not eligible for any benefits. His wife, however, 
contacted the Department's Labor-Management Standards Administration, which 
administers the Employee Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA). 


Pension benefits advisor Elsie Stephens in Washington, D.C., who assisted 
the couple, said she first advised the couple to apply for benefits with the 
company's plan administrator. They did so, but did not get a response. Stephens 
contacted the plan administrator, reminding him that person filing.claims for 
benefits must receive a response within 90 days. 


Short ly thereafter, the couple was offered a choice of a monthly annuity 
or a lump sum payment, and chose the latter. 


ERISA, passed in 1974, applies to employee pension and welfare benefit 
plans, regardless of size, maintained by employers engaged in commerce or in 
an industry or activity affecting commerce -- or by employee organizations 
representing employees so engaged, except those plans specifically exempted. 
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OSHA TO HOLD HEARINGS IN 4 CITIES 
ON PROPOSED HAZARD STANDARD 


WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Department of Labor's Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration announced that public hearings on its proposed hazard communication 
standard will be held in June and July in four locations to permit the fullest 
possible participation by the public. 


The hearings are scheduled for Washington, D.C., Houston, San Diego and 
Detroit. 


The length of the hearings in each of the cities will depend on = number 
of those who notify OSHA of their intention to appear. 


Under the proposed standard more than 14 million workers and their 
employers would be better informed about the potential hazards of chemicals in 
their workplaces and thus better able to protect themselves against 
overexposure. 


The proposed standard is a revision of the “labeling” standard proposed 
during the Carter administration in January 1981. That proposal was 
withdrawn. The new proposal retains the essential requirement that workers be 
alerted to the hazards of substances they work with but eliminates several 
costly requirements that were in the original proposal. 


Government data indicate that as many as 575,006 chemical products, 
including mixtures and compounds, exist in American workplaces with hundreds of 
new chemicals being introduced annually while employers and employees are not 
aware of the presence of chemical hazards. , 


The hearings will be held as follows: 


--June 15, Auditorium, Frances Perkins DOL Building, 200 Constitution Ave. 
NW, Washington, D0. C. 

--July 13, Terrace Ball Room, University of Houston Downtown College 
Center, 101 Main St., Houston; 

--July 20, Royal Room, Royal Quality Inn, 4875, N. Harbor Dr., San Diego; 

--July 27, Mackinac West, Detroit Plaza Hotel, Renaissance Center, Detroit. 


Evening sessions at the above hearings will be considered if there is 
sufficient demand. 


Notices of intention to appear at the hearings, along with statements and 
documentary evidence, should be submitted to: Tom Hall, Division of Consumer 
Affairs, Room N 3635, Frances Perkins DOL Building, Washington, 0. C. 20210 
(Phone: (202) 523-8024). Notice of intention to appear must be received on or 


before May 18; statements and documentary evidence to be presented at hearing 
by June 1. 


The notices of intention to appear as wel! as written submissions on the 
proposal, originally made March 19, are available for inspection and copying 
at: the Com Docket Office, Room S 6212 at the above address. 


Notice of the public hearing was scheduled to be published in the Federal 
Register April 16. 
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AUTUMN 1981 URBAN FAMILY BUDGETS UPDATED 


WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics issued 
updated estimates for three hypothetical annual family budgets and the comparative 
indexes that can be used to compare the cost of these budgets in selected urban 
areas. This updating reflects changes in prices ond personal taxes from autumn 1980 
to autumn 1981. 


In autumn 1981, the U.S. average cost of the lower budget for an urban family 
of four was $15,323 a year, while the intermediate and higher levels were $25,407 
and $38,060, respectively, as shown in table A. 





Table A. Summary of annual budgets for a four-person family at three 
levels of livi urban United States, autumn 1981 















mediate 
Total budget -------------------- $15,323 $25,407 $38,060 
Total family consumption ------ 12,069 18,240 25,008 
Pood 4,545 5,843 7,366 
2,817 5,546 8,423 
Transportation ------------ — 1,311 2,372 3,075 
Clothing -------------------- 937 1,333 1,947 
Personal care ------------- = 379 508 719 
Medical care ---------------- 1,436 1,443 1,505 
Other family consumption ---- 644 1,196 1,972 
Other items ----------------- —_— 621 1,021 1,718 
Social security & disability - 1,036 1,703 1,993 
Personal income taxes ------- -_ 1,596 4,443 9,340 
cause of rou ng, sums o tems may not equa 
totals. 
s in ts, 1980-81 


From autumn 1980 to autumn 1981, the total cost of the lower budget 
rose 9.1 percent, the intermediate budget rose 9.8 percent, and the 
higher budget rose 10.6 percent. The increases in 1981 were approxi- 
mately 3 percentage points less than those in 1980. Consumption costs 
rose approximately 7.5 percent at all three levels with the largest 
increases among consumption components occurring in transportation and 
medical care. 


NOTE: This is the last release of four-season family budget data. The Bureau 
of Labor Statistics eliminated the program as part of the recent budget 
reduction. 


-more- 
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Table B. Percent change in four-person family budgets, autumn 1980 to 
autumn 1981 








Budget level 
Component er nter- . gher 

mediate 
PO00d--------------------------- 5.2 4.9 4.9 
Housing---------------------- -- 8.0 8.6 8.7 
Shelter 1/------------------- 7.9 8.8 8.7 
Renter costs------------- -— 7.9 7.9 7.9 
Homeowner costs 2/--------- -- 8.9 8.8 
Housefurnishings & operations 8.2 8.2 8.1 
Transportation----------------- 13.0 12.1 11.8 
Clothing------------- 3.3 3.2 3.1 
Personal care-------- 7.7 7.9 7.6 
Medical care----------------- ——- 10.6 10.7 10.7 
Other family consumption------- 7.9 7.8 7.8 
Total consumption less shelter--- 7.2 7.1 7.1 
Total consumption-------------- — 7.3 7.5 7.5 
Other items------------------ -- 6.5 6.7 6.7 
Social security---------------- 17.6 19.3 23.9 
Personal income taxes------- wane 19.4 17.5 17.9 
Total budget------------------- — 9.1 9.8 10.6 


ncludes only renta using in t ower et. 

?/ On the assumption that the home was purchased 6 years ago, these 
costs reflect changes in purchase prices and mortgage interest 
rates from 1974 to 1975 and changes in property taxes, insurance, 
fuels and utilities, and repairs and maintenance from 1980 to 1981. 


Differences in Budgets among Urban Areas 


Area indexes reflect not only differences among the areas in price 
levels, but also regional variations in consumption patterns and 
differences in climate, types of transportation facilities, and taxes. 


For the lower budget, costs were 5.9 percent higher in the metropoli- 
tan areas than in the nonmetropolitan urban areas. The metropolitan- 
nonmetropolitan differences were 11.4 percent for the intermediate 
budget and 17.3 percent for the higher. Total budget levels were 
lowest in small cities in the South. 


Description of the Three ets 


The budgets represent the costs of three hypothetical lists of goods 
and services that were specified in the mid-1960's to portray three 
relative standards of living--described as lower, intermediate, and 


higher. 


-more- 
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These budgets ate for a precisely defined urban family of four: 4 
38-year-old husband employed full time, a non-working wife, a boy of 
13, and a girl of 8. After about 15 years of married life, the family 
is settled in the community, and the husband is an experienced worker. 
The family has, for each budget level, average inventories of cloth- 
ing, housefurnishings, major durables, and other equipment. The 
budgets pertain only to an urban family with ‘the specified character- 


istics. No budgets are available for rural families. 


The budgets do not represent how families of this type actually do or 
should spend their money, nor are they intended to represent a minimum 
level of adequate income or a subsistence level of living. Rather, 
they reflect the assumptions made about the manner of living at each 
of the three hypothetical levels. : 


The source of data, methods of calculation, and quantities of goods 
and services for each budget level are described in detail in BLS 
Bulletin 1570-5, “Three Standards of Living for an Urban Family of 
Pour Persons" (spring 1967). Copies may be obtained under accession 
number PB 227542/LK at a cost of $10.50 from the National Technical 
Information Service, U.S. Department of Commerce, Springfield, 
Virginia 22151. Supplements, with budgets for spring 1969-70 and 
autumn 1971 through 1980 are available from any BLS Regional Office 
listed below. Selected publications from the 1972-73 Consumer 
Expenditure Survey may also be obtained from these offices. 


Region I Region II Region III 

1603 JFK Federal Bldg. 1515 Broadway P. O. Box 13309 
Boston, MA 02203 New York, NY 10036 Phila., PA 19101 
Region IV Region V Region VI 

1371 Peachtree St., N.E. 230 South Dearborn St. 555 Griffin Sq. Bldg. 
Atlanta, GA 30309 Chicago, IL 60604 Dallas, TX 75202 
Regions VII and VIII Regions IX and X 

911 Walnut St. Box 36017 


Kansas City, MO 64106 San Francisco, CA 94102 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


In March 1981, 31.8 million children below 18--54 percent of the total--had 
mothers who were either employed or looking for work, according to the U.S. 
Department of Labor. 


##?# 


Since 1980, the number of children with working mothers has grown by 6.2 million 
. despite a 6.6 million decline in the total population of persons under 18, according 
to the U.S. Department of Labor. 


##?# 

By March 1981, a record 8.2 million children below age 6--45 percent of all 
preschoolers--had working mothers; a year earlier, the figures were 7.7 million, 
or 43 percent, the U.S. Department of Labor reports. 

##?# 





